The three cases, which form the subject of the present communication, seem deserving of notice, as affording well-marked examples of epidemic puerperal fever, in its most malignant form. The type of the disease is unequivocally proved by conclusive evidence, derived from the symptoms developed in its different stages, and from the appearances found after death. Evidence from both these sources is the more necessary, when we reflect, how many doctrinal controversies, regarding the peculiar character of this disease, have been occasioned by the want of its combination.
Although such partial and special opinions, as whether *' the fever produces the inflammation, or the inflammation produces the fever,11 might at first have been adopted, I scarcely think they would have been so pertinaciously-maintained, if This circumstance appears in striking contrast with the total suppression of it in all the fatal cases which I have seen. I am the more induced to notice this difference, because both of the children, while they suckled, were supported by attendants, the mothers being unable, from pain and weakness, to hold them at the breast.
The state of the lacteal secretion appears from this to be in some degree connected with, or indicative of, the malignant form of the disease.
With the exception of two sporadic attacks of the disease,?one of which occurred nearly twenty and the other about three years ago, after first and easy labours, the foregoing cases comprise all that I have seen of puerperal fever. The subjects of the cases I refer to were healthy young women, of florid complexions. One of them was seized, in addition to the usual symptoms, from the beginning, with violent bilious vomiting and purging, and was carried off on the fourth day from the attack. In the other, the disease was very similar in its progress and termination to the case which I have described, of the woman who died on the thirteenth day after delivery. One of these women was naturally fond of children, and the relations of both, who were in attendance, were greatly struck at their apathy towards their infants, neither of whom were ever applied to the breast, in consequence of the entire want of milk. 
